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DISEASES OF THE TEA BUSH

on tea after the first pruning, and, on badly affected estates,
it has killed out*nursery plants. In patches where bushes
have been killed by this disease, supplies have been attacked.
Watt and Mann record that in one case it was calculated
that thirty acres of plants in a four-year-old garden had
died, and in another even more had been destroyed. In
Ceylon, it is chiefly a low-country disease, but cases have
occurred at higher elevations.
In Northern India, young tea is said to be most fre-
quently attacked when it has been planted on cleared grass
land. It has been suggested that the wild sugar canes which
abound on grass land there are responsible for that, as the
fungus is a common one on sugar cane. On the other hand,
the worst case recorded from Southern India was on tea on
land previously virgin jungle, and it is not possible to associate
the disease with any particular type of land in Ceylon. Tea
on poor soil appears to be more liable to attack.
In the case of old tea, however, there are definite indica-
tions of the origin of the disease. When Albizzias (Albizzia
moluccana), planted through tea, are allowed to grow to a
large size, and are then ringed or cut down and the stumps
left to decay in situ, root disease frequently attacks the
surrounding tea bushes. In some instances this is due to
Ustulina zonata, but when a large number of bushes die,
twenty or more, round an Albizzia stump, the cause is
usually Botryodiplodia. The fungus develops on the dying
Albizzia stump, and its spores subsequently infect the neigh-
bouring tea. Similarly, the disease is prevalent, in some
instances, where Albizzia prunings have been systematically
buried ; and it has occurred round Hevea stamps where
Hevea in tea has been felled and the stumps left to decay
in situ.
But the most probable reason for the occurrence of
Botryodiplodia in old tea is to be found in the practice of
burying prunings. The disease is undoubtedly worst on
estates where prunings have been systematically buried over
a long period. This may also explain why the disease is
more prevalent in the low country where the tea is pruned
every two years or less, than at Mgher elevations, where a
longer time elapses between prunings. If Botryodiplodia is
present, it will develop freely on the buried prunuxgs, and